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Attendance:

Dr. Mark Eltis, President

Dr. Abraham Yuen, Vice President
Ms. Suzanne Allen

Dr. Lisa Christian

Dr. Pooya Hemami

Ms. Esther Jooda

Mr. Howard Kennedy

Dr. Wes McCann

Dr. Kamy Morcos

Regrets
Mr. Narendra Shah

Staff:

Mr. Joe Jamieson, Registrar & CEO
Ms. Hanan Jibry, Deputy Registrar
Mr. Chad Andrews

Mr. Edward Cho

Guest:
Ms. Julia Martin, legal counsel

College of Optometrists of Ontario
Council Meeting

March 7, 2025

Dr. Thomas Noél

Dr. Patrick Quaid

Mr. Toye Soile

Ms. Christine terSteege
Mr. Andre Tilban-Rios
Dr. William Ulakovic
Dr. Camy Grewal

Ms. Jaslin Facey

Ms. Debbie Lim

Ms. Sharon M.

Ms. Adrita Shah Noor

1. Call to Order/Attendance: Dr. Eltis called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m.

Dr. Eltis read the land acknowledgement and public interest statement. Dr. Eltis then expressed his
gratitude to Lisa Holland for her service to the College and Council, as her public appointment term has
come to an end, and introduced Christine terSteege, a new public appointee with a background in public
administration.

2. Adoption of the Agenda: A draft agenda was circulated prior to the meeting.
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Moved by Dr. Yuen and seconded by Mr. Kennedy to adopt the agenda.

Motion carried
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2a. Conflict of Interest Declaration: Dr. Eltis asked Council members if anyone has a conflict of interest
with any item on the day’s agenda.

Dr. Yuen declared a conflict of interest for item 6.c.iii, citing a potential perception of bias.
3. Committee Updates: The Committee Chairs presented updates on their respective committees.

4. Consent Agenda: A draft consent agenda was circulated prior to the meeting. The following items
were included in the consent agenda:

PART 1 - Minutes of Prior Council Meetings
a. December 13, 2024
b. January 10, 2025
C. Motions and Action Items Arising from the Minutes
PART 2 - Reports
b. Committee Reports
i Executive
ii. Patient Relations
iii. Quality Assurance:

iv. ICRC

V. Registration

vi. Discipline

vii. Governance/HR Committee
viii.  Audit/Finance/Risk Committee

Moved by Dr. Grewal and Dr. Quaid to adopt the consent agenda.
Motion carried

5. Registrar’s Report

Mr. Jamieson presented his report which included the College Performance Measurement Framework
and legislation updates. Mr. Jamieson welcomed Dr. Wes McCann, Dr. Thomas Noél, and Christine
terSteege to Council, thanking them for the wealth of knowledge they bring to optometric care and
public administration. Council learned that the OPR modernization will help the College meet the last

partially met measurement of the CPMF.

Council asked if our College had a current spousal exemption, and Mr. Jamieson confirmed that the
College does.

6. Motions Brought Forward from Committees
a) Executive
i. 2024 CPMF Report

Dr. Eltis presented the motion.
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Moved by Mr. Kennedy and seconded by Dr. Christian to approve the 2024 CPMF report.
All in favour
Motion carried

b) Quality Assurance
i. Professional Advisory: Social Media, and its distribution to College registrants
Dr. Morcos presented the motion.

Moved by Dr. Morcos and seconded by Dr. Noél to approve the Professional Advisory: Social Media,
and its distribution to College registrants.

Council asked for clarification on whether the Professional Advisory is an overarching advisory, or if it
only applies to optometrists when using their professional business accounts. Dr. Morcos explained that
the advisory is broader than that and provides guidance for optometrists representing themselves both
personally and professionally on social media.
All'in favour
Motion carried

ii. Updated Optometric Practice Reference (OPR) and its circulation to College registrants and
stakeholders for 60 days

Dr. Morcos presented the motion.
Moved by Dr. Morcos and seconded by Dr. Noél to approve the Updated Optometric Practice Reference
(OPR) and its circulation to College registrants and stakeholders for 60 days.

All in favour

Motion carried

Council took a break at 9:58 a.m.

Council resumed at 10:16 a.m.
c. Registration
Moved by Dr. Grewal and seconded by Dr. Yuen to move in-camera.

Motion carried
IN CAMERA Session: Financial Matters
In accordance with Section 7(2)(b) of the Health Professions Procedural Code, which is Schedule 2 to the
Regulated Health Professions Act, 1991, Council went in camera to discuss financial matters.

Council went in-camera at 10:16am

Moved by Dr. Grewal and seconded by Dr. Eltis to exit camera.
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Motion carried
Council went out of camera at 11:20 a.m.
Dr. Eltis stated that Council was now out of camera.
i. Approval of funding to OEBC as member contribution for 2025

ii. Approval of a loan to OEBC to be solely used to maintain a robust and defensible entry-to-practice
exam

Dr. Grewal reported that Council approved the motion to give OEBC funding as member contribution
for 2025. Dr. Grewal also reported that Council approved the motion to provide a loan to OEBC to be
solely used to maintain a robust and defensible entry-to-practice exam, which was passed with one vote
of dissent.

iii. Cessation of the approval of the National Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO) exam in 2025 as
a standards assessment examination for registration purposes. Candidates who have already
registered for a part of the NBEO exam by March 7, 2025, be permitted to continue registering for the
other parts of the NBEO exam and their NBEO exam scores would be recognized by the College

Dr. Grewal presented the motion.
Moved by Dr. Grewal and seconded by Dr. Morcos to approve the motion.

Dr. Hemami stated that he was President of Council during the term that NBEO was first accepted as an
alternate entry to practice exam and explained that part of the reason for acceptance was to improve
access and flexibility amongst applicants. Dr. Hemami voiced his dissent, noted that he would like the
College to continue accepting the exam.
14 in favour
1 opposed
1 abstention
Motion carried

iv. Approval of the Diplomate of the American Academy of Optometry credential and the use of the
following designation or its historical equivalence: Dipl AAO

Dr. Grewal presented the motion.

Moved by Dr. Grewal and seconded by Dr. Yuen to approve the Diplomate of the American Academy of
Optometry credential and the use of the following designation or its historical equivalence: Dipl AAO.

Dr. Yuen stated that he was in support of this motion as the College has accepted the Fellow of the
American Academy of Optometry designation, which is a well-respected designation, and explained that
the Diplomate is a much higher standard in comparison; less than 1% of optometrists have earned the
designation.
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All in favour
Motion carried

d. Governance/HR

i. To appoint Dr. Abraham Yuen to the Governance/HR Committee

Dr. Christian presented the motion.

Moved by Dr. Christian and seconded by Dr. Grewal to approve the appointment of Dr. Yuen to the
Governance/HR Committee.

All in favour
Motion carried

ii. To appoint Christine terSteege to the Discipline, Inquiries, Complaints and Reports, Fitness to
Practise, Quality Assurance Special Projects, and Patient Relations Committees

Dr. Christian presented the motion.

Moved by Dr. Christian and seconded by Dr. Grewal to approve the appointment of Christine terSteege
to the Discipline, Inquiries, Complaints and Reports, Fitness to Practise, Quality Assurance Special
Projects, and Patient Relations Committees.

Council expressed its full endorsement for the appointment of Ms. terSteege to these committees and
thanked her for joining.

All in favour
Motion carried

7. Upcoming Council Meetings
a. Thursday, June 12, 2025 (AGM)
b. Friday, June 13, 2025
c. Friday, September 19, 2025
d. Friday, December 12, 2025

8. List of Acronyms

9. Governance Guide: Robert’s Rules

10. Council Feedback Survey

11. Adjournment: Moved by Dr. Ulakovic and seconded by Mr. Kennedy to adjourn the meeting at 11:27

a.m.
Motion carried



