Candidate: Dr. Richard Kniaziew
Biography

Dr. Richard Kniaziew is a Southwestern
Ontario optometrist, practice owner,
educator and longtime volunteer
leader who has dedicated more than
50 years to optometry and public
service. He graduated from the
University of Waterloo School of
Optometry in 1975 and has practiced
in Southwestern Ontario since
graduation.

Dr. Kniaziew has extensive governance
and regulatory experience. He is a past
President of both the Ontario
Association of Optometrists and the

College of Optometrists of Ontario, a past Director of the Canadian Association of
Optometrists, and has served on numerous College committees, including Registration,
Complaints and Executive. He has also represented Ontario at national and international
regulatory organizations and served as a chief negotiator for Ontario optometry with the
Ministry of Health.

Throughout his career, Dr. Kniaziew has had a particular interest in practice management
and practice assessment. He established and chaired the OAO Practice Management
Committee and has lectured and written extensively on practice management and practice
valuation. He has assessed more than 240 optometric practices across Canada and has
participated in partnership mediations and practice transactions.

Dr. Kniaziew has also maintained a strong commitment to optometric education, serving as
a clinical supervisor at the University of Waterloo and providing clinical externship
opportunities to optometry students through his practices.

Beyond optometry, he has served on the Windsor Essex Catholic District School Board,
coached youth sports and volunteered extensively in his community. His contributions to
optometry have been recognized with the OAO Distinguished Service Award and the H.
James Cobean, O.D. Memorial Award, recognizing an outstanding lifetime contribution to
the profession.



Describe an experience where you contributed to protecting the public interest

Public protection has been central to my career in clinical practice, education and
regulation. | would approach Council decisions by asking what best protects patients and
supports safe, competent and ethical care. My experience serving on College committees,
including Registration and Complaints, has reinforced the importance of listening to
different perspectives, applying evidence and legislation consistently, and maintaining
respectful and constructive dialogue. | would bring that same approach to Council through
thoughtful decision making, respect for confidentiality and professional expertise, and a
willingness to ask difficult questions when necessary. My goal would be to help maintain
public confidence in optometry through effective, fair and accountable self regulation.

cv
EDUCATION

University of Waterloo School of Optometry
Doctor of Optometry, 1975

Southern California College of Optometry
Therapeutic Pharmaceutical Agents, 2000

McMaster University
Natural Science Programme, 1971

St. John’s College, Brantford
Secondary Diploma, 1970

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Kniaziew Optometry Owner and Optometrist | Southwestern Ontario | 1975 to Present

- Clinical practice and management of multiple optometric practices. Practice
operations, staff management, business development and clinical education.
Provided clinical rotations and externship opportunities for University of Waterloo
optometry students.

PROFESSIONAL LEADERSHIP

College of Optometrists of Ontario

- President | 2008 to 2012
- Council Member, Southwestern Ontario | 2005 to Present



Executive Committee | 2006 to 2008 and 2016 to 2020
Chair, Registration Committee | 2013 to 2015
Chair, Complaints Committee | 2020 to 2021

Ontario Association of Optometrists

President | 1995 to 1997

Director, Southwestern Ontario | 1980 to 1982 and 1990 to 2001

Founder and Chair, Practice Management Committee | 1979

Chief Negotiator for Ontario Optometry with the Ontario Ministry of Health
Canadian Association of Optometrists Director | 1999 to 2002

University of Waterloo School of Optometry Liaison

Canadian Optometry Regulatory Association Liaison

Involvement in development of the third optometry school in Canada

Ontario Representative | 2008 to 2013 and 2017 to 2018
International Committee | 2013 to 2014
OE Tracker | 2013 to 2014 and 2017 to 2018

PRACTICE MANAGEMENT & EXPERTISE

Practice management

Practice evaluation and valuation

Practice transactions

Partnership mediation and dissolution

Practice marketability assessment

Court approved expert in optometric practice marketability
Assessed more than 240 optometric practices across Canada
Lecturer and writer on practice management and practice valuation

UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO SCHOOL OF OPTOMETRY

Clinical Supervisor | Beginning 1976

Clinical education and mentorship of optometry students

Clinical rotations and externship supervision through private practice

BUSINESS INVOLVEMENT




Kniaziew Optometry
- Owner and Operator
Orangeline Farms
- Past Co owner | 32 acre greenhouse pepper operation
Dental Optometric Centre
- Past Coowner
Grand West Health Services Inc.

- Past Co owner | Dental clinic with five dentists

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Windsor Essex Catholic District School Board
- PastTrustee

St. Michael’s Parish
- Past Parish Council Member

Knights of Columbus
- Member

Youth hockey and soccer coach

Extensive community volunteer involvement throughout Southwestern Ontario

ATHLETIC INVOLVEMENT

Canadian National Triathlon Team

- Age Group Member
- 16 World Triathlon Championships
- 10time lronman finisher

Founder, Kids of Steel triathlon program in Canada | 1986
Past Race Director, Canadian Junior Triathlon Championship

Marathon runner



Triathlon Ontario | Member
Triathlon Canada | Member
Windsor Triathlon Club | Member

WRACE | Member

AWARDS & RECOGNITION

H. James Cobean, O.D. Memorial Award
Ontario Association of Optometrists

- Ontario Association of Optometrists Distinguished Service Award
- Ontario Association of Optometrists Extensive Service Awards 1998 and 2011

Triathlon Canada Impact Award | 2019

Canadian Triathlon Master Triathlete of the Year

Ontario Mr. Triathlon of the Year | 1993

Ontario Triathlon Family of the Year | 1991

Windsor Essex Community Senior Games Award for Promotion of an Active Life | 2006
Ontario Family Farm of the Year | 2017

Premier Award for Farm Innovation in Ontario | 2017

Brantford Optimist Boy of the Year | 1969



